STEINMETZ, ALAN
Alan is a 77-year-old gentleman who is on hospice currently with diagnosis of Alzheimer's dementia. His comorbidities include depression, anxiety, chronic pain, peripheral vascular disease, diabetes, and essential hypertension. The patient has had decline in his mental status, physical status, he now has severe weakness. He now has a hospital bed. His speech is no longer understandable. He is no longer able to get out of bed, has a KPS score of 40%, wears a diaper because of bowel and bladder incontinent and is total ADL dependent, requires bathing in bed with the help of nurses. He is refusing most meals. He is not a candidate for gastrostomy or a PEG tube. He is becoming volume depleted. He is showing weight loss about 5.5 pounds since last visit. When he does eat, it is interrupted by severe coughing spells. He requires turning every two hours to reduce the pressure on the bony areas. He has more weakness. He has what looks like contractures of the lower extremity. He lives with his wife Donna who is the main caregiver and has seen tremendous decline in the patient’s status just from two weeks ago. The patient remains hospice appropriate, expected to die within the next few weeks to months.
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